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WxYZ Design specializes in collaborative and innovative 
landscape and community design. Areas of professional service 
include site analysis, cultural and historical research, client 
engagement, program development, conceptual through schematic 
landscape and urban design, and plant selection. WxYZ consults 
with architectural and engineering firms, as well as community 
groups and residential clients.
Our approach to each project is to thoroughly understand the needs 
of the client and the constraints of the site, and then to 
imaginatively integrate programmatic, environmental, historical, 
cultural, and community considerations into a site-specific and 
unique design.
Our professional experience includes diverse projects from 
intimate residential garden design to urban design and master 
planning. We take pride in our collaborative and multifaceted 
approach to site-specific landscape architecture.
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Deborah Zervas is a designer, researcher, and artist and the founder of 
WxYZ Design in New Haven. A graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts' Master of Landscape Architecture program, Deborah 
also has degrees in Geology from M.I.T. and Indiana University. She 
is a member of the ASLA, Environmental Design Research 
Association, Erasing Boundaries Symposium, and College Art 
Association.
Deborah brings over twenty years of experience in research, design, 
and art to her firm, which she started in 2000. Her unique combination 
of skills and knowledge enables her to apply the highest quality of 
innovative and creative problem solving expertise to her projects.
Recently completed projects include residential landscape and 
community streetscape design in the East Rock neighborhood of New 
Haven.
As a student Deborah worked with the South End community group 
of Bridgeport Connecticut to develop a neighborhood revitalization 
strategy in support of the restoration of the Mary and Eliza Freeman 
Houses. Her culminating graduate design proposal was a park and 
environmental education center, as part of the redevelopment of the 
Belchertown State School site in Massachusetts. Other relevant design 
projects include prizewinning public art and urban design competition 
submissions.
Deborah's research encompasses public space experiments in 
Hamburg Germany, appropriate uses of public history and 
participatory art in design, and the implications of spatial cognition 
for design. She has written and presented papers on these topics for a 
variety of academic and professional conferences and publications. 
Her chapter Considering Public History appears in the book 
“Community Matters”, published by Routledge in 2012.




